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the authority extended to you for the purpose of meeting the exigency at Ehnira.    I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, Your obt. Servt. JOHN A. Dnc, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From George Wilkes to General Butler
N. Y., IZth Nov. '64
DEAR GENERAL: Enclosed please find copy of the gold article I spoke of.
You will see I have not developed any particular plan, but an essential feature of it is that the Govt. should act secretly, and give some one a sort of letter of marque to strip & destroy the gold thieves. Any open action will be improved by them more readily than by any persons else, and no system of hearing will be effectual to deter which does not strip them of their plunder. At any rate such is the opinion of
Very respectfully Yours, &c., GEO. WILKES
From General Butler GEN. ORDER No. 3
IN taking leave of the command which the exigencies of the service has thrown upon "him in the State of New York, the Major General Commanding cannot refrain from the best of justice due to the provisional division under command of Brig. Gen'l. Hawley from tne Army of the James and the regiments of regulars from the Army of the Potomac, detailed for the special duty, to accord to them his thanks and the thanks of the country for their promptness, efficiency, and cheerful good conduct in their duties made arduous by the discomfort of a sea voyage and confinement on board transports in the most inclement weather. The shock of battle would not have so much tried their steadiness and soldierly qualities.
He unites his congratulations with theirs that the law-abiding character of the people of the State of New York, and the influence of all good men, rendered all other service unnecessary.
The Quartermaster & Commissary Staff of the Department of the East rendered every service in moving and caring for the comfort of the troops.
To the Gentlemen of his Staff the Commanding General gives no commendation because they know that they do their duty in all sections.